
THE BIGGER PICTURE EDUCATION CAMPAIGN 

The Department of Education is conducting Phase 2 of The Bigger Picture 

Education campaign which tells the stories behind the changes taking place in 

our schools to provide an even better education for our students. The latest 

video story was released on recently and focuses on Child and Parent Centres 

and the vital support these centres provide families. The story is now 

available to view on the Bigger Picture Education website and parents are 

being made aware of it through television, website, Facebook and Instagram 

advertising. 
 

Parents are encouraged to find out about this story and others that have 

already been released on the changes to early childhood education, 

Independent Public Schools and the Year 7 move to secondary school. Please 

go to: http://biggerpicture.education.wa.edu.au/news-building-happy-

confident-learners.asp .  
 

KINDY ENROLMENT PACKS 

2017 Enrolment packs for Kindy students are now available at the Kindy or 

the Primary office. 
 

STUDENTS RIDING TO SCHOOL 

Students riding scooters/bikes to school are reminded that they are to be 

immediately parked in the designated areas upon arrival at school. It is not 

appropriate for students to be using concrete stairs and ramps around the school 

as a skate park, before or after school.  
 

Besides the possibility of students injuring themselves or others, the cost of 

repairs to items can be very expensive. 
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Feeling overwhelmed or stressed about exams and school? 
 

Many students suffer from feelings of stress or anxiety around exams and 

when making decisions about their future. Whilst there are MANY people 

at Merredin College to help overcome these feelings (your teachers, Deputy 

Principals, Chaplain, School Psychologist, Career & Industry Manager), the 

following website is another fantastic resource to access: 

 

https://headspace.org.au/young-people/surviving-school-exams-and-
stress/ 

https://headspace.org.au/young-people/surviving-school-exams-and-stress/
https://headspace.org.au/young-people/surviving-school-exams-and-stress/


STRANGER AWARENESS 
Who is a Stranger? 

A stranger is anyone that your family doesn’t know well. When you talk to your children about strangers, explain that no 

one can tell if strangers are nice or not nice just by looking at them and that they should be careful around all strangers. 

Not all  “bad strangers” look like the villains. Pretty strangers can be just as unsafe as the not-so-pretty ones. Don't make 

it seem like all strangers are bad. If children need help, the safest thing for them to do in many cases is to ask a stranger 

for help. You can make this easier for them by showing them which strangers are okay to trust. 
 

Who are safe strangers? 

Safe strangers are people children can ask for help when they need it. Police officers and fire-fighters are two examples 

of very recognizable safe strangers. Teachers are adults children can trust too, and they are easy to recognize when 

they’re at work. If possible, children should go to a public place to ask for assistance. Help your children recognize safe 

strangers by pointing them out when you’re out in your town and show them places they can go if they need help; local 

stores and cafes. 
 

Recognizing and Handling Dangerous Situations 

The best way parents can protect their children is to teach them to be wary of potentially dangerous situations – this will 

help them when dealing with strangers as well as with known adults who may not have good intentions. Help children 

recognize the warning signs of suspicious behaviour, such as when an adult asks them to disobey their parents or do 

something without permission, asks them to keep a secret, asks children for help, or makes them feel uncomfortable in 

any way. Tell your children that an adult should never ask a child for help, and if one does ask for their help, teach them 

to find a trusted adult right away to tell what happened. 
 

Talk to your children about how they should handle dangerous situations. One way is to teach them “No, Go, Yell, 

Tell.”  If in a dangerous situations, kids should say no, run away, yell as loud as they can, and tell a trusted adult what 

happened right away. Make sure that your children know that it is okay to say no to an adult in a dangerous situation and 

to yell to keep themselves safe, even if they are indoors. It’s good to practice this in different situations so that your 

children will feel confident in knowing what to do. Here are a few possible scenarios: 

 A nice-looking stranger approaches your child in the park and asks for help finding the stranger's lost dog. 

 A woman who lives in your neighbourhood who the child has never spoken to invites your child into her 
house for a     snack. 

 A stranger asks if your child wants a ride home from school. 

 Your child thinks he or she is being followed. 

 An adult your child knows says or does something that makes him or her feel bad or uncomfortable. 

 While your child is walking home from a friend’s house, a car pulls over and a stranger asks for directions. 
 

What Else Parents Can Do 
Here are a few more things parents can do to help their children stay safe and avoid dangerous situations. 

 Know where your children are at all times. Make it a rule that your children must ask permission or check 
in with you before going anywhere. Give your children your work and mobile phone numbers so they can 
reach you at all times. 

 Point out safe places. Show your children safe places to play, safe roads and paths to take, and safe places 
to go if there’s trouble. 

 Teach children to trust their instincts. Explain that if they ever feel scared or uncomfortable, they should 
get away as fast as they can and tell an adult. Tell them that sometimes adults they know may make them 
feel uncomfortable, and they should still get away as fast as possible and tell another adult what 
happened. Reassure children that you will help them when they need it. 

 Teach your children to be assertive. Make sure they know that it’s okay to say no to an adult and to run 
away from adults in dangerous situations. 

 Encourage your children to play with others. There’s safety in numbers! 
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SECONDARY Link 
ATTENDANCE 

It was fantastic to present over 30 students with awards last 

week who had 100% attendance for the entire Semester 1! So 

far this semester, despite the chilly weather, we have 68% of 

students in Year 7-12 with regular attendance! Unfortunately, 

in the last 3 weeks we have 349 Unexplained Absences! If your 

child is absent, Student Services will automatically send out a 

text message. Please respond to this message with the reason 

as to why your child is away so we can provide a reason next 

to their name. This is really important when tracking 

attendance and analysing data. 

THANKYOU 

A big thankyou to Mrs Judy Middleton and Mrs Lorraine 

Shreeve who managed primary operations in my absence.  I had 

a lovely time away, enjoying 5 weeks of summer in France but 

am very happy to be back on board at Merredin College and 

catching up with students and staff this week. 

Ms Lynne Herbert (Deputy Principal) 
 

SCHOOL BANKING 

School Banking takes place each week on Tuesday morning in 

the wet area of the Early Childhood Block. School Banking is 

available between 8.30am-8.50am. Forms will be available at 

this time if you would like to set up a new account for your 

child.  This is a great way to develop financial skills and the 

concept of ‘saving’ in children. 
 

CHOIR CAMP 

The Merredin College Choir will go on camp next week, 

combining camp team building activities with their participation 

in ‘One Big Voice’.  Our choir will join other choirs from around 

the state for a performance on Friday night (12 August) with an 

expected 4000 voices singing on the night.  We wish them all 

the best for their rehearsals this week and their performance 

next week. 

PARENTS OF YEAR 10 STUDENTS 

Year 10 students will be going out on work Experience in the 

last 2 weeks of Term 4, 5-16 December. Your son or daughter 

has been given a Work Experience Application form which 

needs completing and returning before the end of this term by 

Friday 23 September. Please talk to your son or daughter about 

where they might like to go for this experience and help them 

find a placement. 

PARENTS OF YEAR 11 VET STUDENTS 

Year 11 VET students will being going out for a 4 week 

workplacement in Term 4, 11 October – 17 November 2016. 

Your son or daughter has been given a Workplace Learning 

Application form which needs completing and returning before 

Thursday 1 September. Please talk to your son or daughter 

about where they might like to go for this experience and help 

them find a placement. 

2016 CANBERRA CAMP INFORMATION NIGHT 

A reminder to parents that information evening for Canberra 

Camp is to be held this Tuesday 8 August at 7pm in the Library. 

G’DAY ASIA INCURSION 

The incursion ‘G’Day Asia’ will be on next Wednesday.  This is an 

engaging introduction to Asia, with students encouraged to get 

up and participate in both traditional cultural ceremonies and 

colourful contemporary celebrations. It is a combination of 

puppet performance and acting in masks and is designed to 

leave students with a lasting impression from the broad canvas 

that is Asia. The cost of the show per student is $5.50 and 

money is now due.  The show will commence at 10am and 

parents are welcome to attend. 
 

TECHNOLOGY 

This week we have Winthrop technology Services setting up all 

our new iPads and purchases through the Primary Device 

Program. We will have 60 new iPads out in classes by the start 

of next week as well as having Apple TVs set up in our upper 

primary block enabling students to display iPad screens directly 

to our interactive whiteboards via WiFi.  We are upping our ratio 

of iPads per classroom from 4 to 8 in Year 3-6 classes and from 4 

to 6 in K-Year 2 classes.  We will maintain our iPad mini trolley 

and Computer Lab ensuring that our students have access to the 

best possible technology and enabling our teachers to deliver 

innovative and up to date programs based on best practice use 

of IT and essential skill development. 
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Save the Dates: 

18 August 
Primary Assembly 
 
22-26 August 
Bookweek & Canberra Camp 

2 September 
Primary Faction Carnival 
 

6 September 
Secondary Faction Carnival 

8 August 
School Council & P&C  Meeting 
 
15-19 August 
NAIDOC Week 

8-9 September 
Open Day – The Arts 
 

23 September 
Last Day of Term 3 
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MERREDIN COLLEGE 
Phone: 08 9041 0900 
Fax: 08 9041 2008 

 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

4 

8 
   

 
School Council Meeting 
4.30pm 

P&C Meeting 6.00pm 

9 
Canberra Camp Info Night 
7pm 

10 
Primary G’day Asia  
Incursion 
  
9ŀǊƭȅ /ƭƻǎŜ-нΦнлǇƳ 

11 
PEAC 
 
  

12 
Choir Camp (One Big Voice) 
  

5 

  

15 
   
NAIDOC Week 
  
  

16 
ICAS Maths Competition 
  
  

 

17 

  
  
   
9ŀǊƭȅ /ƭƻǎŜ нΦолǇƳ 

18 
Primary Assembly 

19 
 
 
 
Newsletter 
Meckering Cross Country 

6 

22 
Bookweek 
 
Canberra Camp 

  

23         
 
 
  

24       Dowerin Field Days 
  
 
 
 
 

9ŀǊƭȅ /ƭƻǎŜ нΦолǇƳ 

25      Dowerin Field Days 
 

26 
  

7 

29 
OLNA 
Yr10-12 Shakespeares Play 
”As you Write It” 9am  

30 
  
  
  
 

31 
 
 
  
9ŀǊƭȅ /ƭƻǎŜ нΦолǇƳ 

1 SEPTEMBER 
 
PEAC 
  
  
  

2 
 
Primary Athletics Faction 
Carnival  
 

8 

5 
OLNA 
  

 
School Council Meeting 
4.30pm 

P&C Meeting 6.00pm 

6 
 
Secondary Faction  
Athletics Carnival 
Canberra Camp Presentation 
Night 7pm 

7 
 

 
  
9ŀǊƭȅ /ƭƻǎŜ нΦолǇƳ 

8 
 
Drama Open Day  
Performance (PAC) 
   

9 
 
Open Day/Arts Expo  
Drama Open Day Performance  
Primary Footy Colours Day 
Fundraiser 
Careers Carousel Yr9-10 

9 

12 
  

13 14 
Yr 11/12 General English 
Exam 
  
  
9ŀǊƭȅ /ƭƻǎŜ нΦолǇƳ 

15 
Primary Assembly 
  
  
  
 

16  
Primary Interschool Athletics 
Carnival (at Merredin College) 
Yr7-12 Assembly 9am 
aŜǊǊŜŘƛƴ .ǳǎ !ŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ
ό!ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ муκфύ 

10 

19 

 
20 
Y3-6 Forensic Incursion 
PP-Yr 3 Glass of Class 
  
 

21 
Yr 11/12 ATAR Exams 
Yr 4-6 Glass of Class 
  
  
9ŀǊƭȅ /ƭƻǎŜ нΦолǇƳ 

 

22 
  
  
  
  

23 
Last Day of Term 3 
PP-Yr6 Attendance &  
Behaviour Reward Day 
 

NAIDOC Assembly 

 Term 3 Planner: 

 

http://www.merredincollege.wa.edu.au

